
 

 

COVD-19 Vaccine Frequently Asked Questions for Childcare Workers 

1) Why is it so important that childcare providers receive COVID-19 vaccine? 

 

The North Dakota Department of Health (NDDoH) has chosen vaccine priority groups that 

ensures survival of infected patients and the integrity of community function. Childcare workers 

are in close contact with children and at risk for COVID-19. Additionally, childcare plays a critical 

role in ensuring businesses remain open and parents are able to work. Many children have 

parents who are essential workers who are at an increased risk for contracting COVID-19. By 

vaccinating childcare workers we can keep parents at work, the childcare staff at work, and 

children in childcare.  

 

2) When can childcare staff expect to start getting vaccinated? 

Childcare workers are prioritized for COVID-19 Vaccine in Phase 1B of North Dakota’s 

vaccination plan. Healthcare providers across North Dakota are currently vaccinating phases in 

1B and may be vaccinating childcare staff in the near future.  

3) How can childcare staff find where COVID-19 vaccine is being offered? 

 

The NDDoH COVID-19 Vaccine Locator can be used to find COVID-19 vaccine. 

 

4) Who should I contact about providing on-site vaccination to my employees? 

If your facility would like to make plans to vaccinate your employees on-site, there are a few 

options.  

• If your facility currently contracts with a pharmacy, local public health department or private 

healthcare provider to provide immunizations, like influenza, it is recommended that you 

contact them first to determine willingness and availability.  

• If your facility does not currently provide on-site immunizations, vaccinators in your area 

may be willing and able to vaccinate on-site. Please contact local pharmacies or local public 

health units to determine if this option is available.  

• It is likely that on-site vaccination clinics will not be an option for each facility. In this case, 

we encourage individuals to attend satellite vaccination clinics or schedule an appointment 

for vaccination with their healthcare provider, local public health unit, or pharmacist. 

 

5) Will childcare staff need to show proof of employment when they arrive for their vaccine 

appointment? 

 

Yes, it is possible that some vaccinators will require proof of employment in order to be 

vaccinated. Items that prove employment include but are not limited to, ID badges and pay 

stubs. 

https://www.health.nd.gov/covid-19-vaccine-priority-groups
https://www.health.nd.gov/covidvaccinelocator


 
 

6) The development and production of a COVID-19 vaccine has been called “Operation Warp 

Speed”, does this mean shortcuts have been taken? 

Operation Warp Speed is a partnership between the U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services, the U.S. Department of Defense, and the private sector. The goal of Operation Warp 

Speed is to accelerate the development, manufacturing, and distribution of COVID-19 vaccine.  

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has a well outlined regulatory process that assures any 

licensed vaccine has gone through a rigorous process to assure that it meets a standard for 

safety and efficacy before being released. All COVID-19 vaccine candidates being studied in the 

U.S. are in the process of completing these rigorous studies with no compromises in the process.  

What has been significantly shortened (i.e. the “warp speed”) is the production process. The 

federal government has decided to fund the production of the leading vaccine candidates at the 

same time they are undergoing studies to assure their safety and efficacy. Should the vaccine 

candidate meet the FDA’s safety and efficacy requirements, supplies would then be ready to 

start immunizing right away.  

A summary of Operation Warp Speed’s Strategy and Approach is found in the New England 

Journal of Medicine. 

7) Is the COVID-19 vaccine safety tested? 

 

Yes. All COVID-19 vaccine candidates are being studied in large groups of people in order to 

ensure they are both safe and effective. After vaccines are approved for emergency use or full 

licensure, they will continue to be monitored for safety through the robust vaccine safety 

monitoring system in the U.S. Over 60 million doses of COVID-19 vaccine have been 

administered in the U.S. No concerning safety signals have been identified. 

 

8) Do I still need to wear a mask after I receive the vaccine? 

At this time, yes. It is not known yet if people who get the vaccine can transmit COVID-19 to 

others if they get infected with COVID-19. Data from other countries looks promising for the 

potential that vaccines reduce transmission. Until we know more you should continue to wear a 

mask, wash your hands, stay home when sick, and follow other health and safety guidance. 

9) Am I required to get the vaccine? 

 

No. COVID-19 vaccine is not required. 

 

10) I have some concerns about the vaccine. Where can I get more information? 

 

The NDDoH COVID-19 Vaccination website includes additional information on COVID-19 vaccine. 

 

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2027405#article_references
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2027405#article_references
https://www.health.nd.gov/covid-19-vaccine-information

